Chapter Fourteen

THE GERMAN ADVANCE INTO SLOVAKIA
IT WAS LONG AGO APPARENT THAT THE GERMAN OPERATIONS

in Slovakia gave promise of military complications in the
eastern corner of Europe. During the last few months
numerous conjectures concerning Hitler's alleged war
plans were mooted, the majority of them based on the
scanty results of doubtful reports from occupied terri-
tories. On the German side, of course, these plans were
still denied, and every step was taken to prevent the
circulation of these rumours.

In Bratislava (Pressburg), the Slovakian capital, great

activity was shown. After March 15th, large movements

of German troops were carried out, and the country itself

was hermetically sealed, so that in some respects it forms

a Tibetan cloister town like Lhasa, where strangers are

seldom allowed to enter. Whilst the Propaganda Minister,

Sano Mach, often dined with the British Consul and sought

to gain his support for Slovakian affairs, the Slovakian

jovernment took every measure for the maintenance of

>ower in the country. It proved its power by special

lecfees covering the aggravation of the position of the

ews, thus showing how it would do justice to Slovakian

rfshes in every respect. Actually, however, the Reichs-

rehr, the military authorities, who were more humane

nd more reasonable than the civil authorities in Bohemia-

Icravia,   dominated   the  situation. They  were   more

autious and wiser, sought to reach an understanding with

ic population and  had  actually reached  a working

'lationship with the local authorities. But actually they
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